University is a hugely exciting time full
of endless personal and career
opportunities. However, the early years
of Law School can be uniquely stressful
as it is difficult to know how to make
the most of your time. This Guide seeks
to provide some useful considerations

to make your journey a bit easier.
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Work Experience

Gaining work experience at
university is critical to develop
employability skills. It's not just legal

work which is important - hospitality,

retail or administrative positions are
often favourably looked at by
employers.

If you're looking for legal work
experience in the early years of your
degree, you may consider:

e Firms may advertise Law Clerk
positions online
Contact firms you would like to
work with if they would be happy
to take work experience students
Write to barristers asking if they
require research assistance

e Ask people you know

To find opportunities, keep an eye on
the AULSS website, university's
CareerHub website or other job sites,
such as Seek and CareerOne.
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Volunteering

The flexibility of Law School gives you a
great opportunity to set aside some
time to help the community or causes
you care about. Volunteering of any
and all kinds also provides huge
professional development
opportunities as you gain experience
and widen your perspective on issues
that face the community.

Volunteering with any organisation you
are passionate about is immensely
valuable. Don't know where to start?
The Volunteering SA website provides
a rolling list of vacancies.

If you're looking for a legal focus, the
Roma Mitchell Community Legal
Centre, Environmental Defenders'
Office, Aboriginal Legal Rights
Movement, Womens' Legal Service and
JusticeNet SA all provide amazing
opportunities for law students.
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Competitions

Participating in competitions is a great
way to learn real-world practical skills
and learn from industry

professionals. Don't be afraid to get out
of your comfort zone and try
competitions early and often in your
degree - there's a competition for
everyone, and you only improve with
practice!

The AULSS run multiple legal
competitions, including mooting,
witness examination, negotiations and
client interviewing. Don't just limit
yourself to the confines of the Law
School - several state and national
organisations offer competitions for
university students. This includes moots,
debating, essay writing and business
case pitches, Research and conference
presentation options also can

arise. Keep and eye on CareerHub or do
a quick google search to find
opportunities that match your interests.



