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As we start to approach the end of the academic year, we
thought it might be meaningful to write about the
methods and merits in obtaining work experience. To
help us illustrate this more effectively, we spoke to the
awesome Alexandra Kenny. A graduate from the
University of Adelaide with a Bachelor of Laws and
Bachelor of Commerce (Accounting), Alexandra has just
been admitted as a Barrister and Solicitor in the Supreme
Court of South Australia. She is currently working as a
Commercial Lawyer at WRP Legal & Advisory, specialising
in tax law.

GETTING EXPERIENCE

Where did you gain work experience during your
degree, and how did it help you in the long term?
Alexandra: Doing work experience throughout my
degree was vital not only to obtaining a graduate job, but
also in figuring out what path | wanted to take at the end
of university. Because let's face it, no one has a clue
where they are going to end up at the end of their
degree!!

In my second year of university | reached out to a small
boutique firm who had done work for my Dad'’s business
and did a week’s work experience there to get an idea of
what being a lawyer is like. In my third year, | completed a
vacationer program at KPMG. | felt that it was really
important to explore the possibilities of my commerce
degree, especially because the Big 4 offer law roles
interstate. Doing this KPMG vacationer program was vital
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look at small and mid-size firms around Adelaide when
applying for clerkships. | had never heard of WRP Legal &
Advisory before being told about it by a family friend.
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WRP is a mid-size boutique commercial law firmm and also
has a sports and media management company called W
Sports and Media. Applying at WRP has opened up so
many opportunities for me, and allows me to be closely
mentored by my supervising Senior Associate, and to
work directly alongside our Managing Partner frequently.
| wholeheartedly believe that | will grow as a practitioner
faster being at WRP than | would at a larger firm.

GETTING EXPERIENCE

Lastly, my biggest piece of advice is to start looking for
work experience early in your degree. Utilise any contacts
that you have and take up any experience that comes
your way. Any experience is good experience and not only
benefits you in your career, but also in your own self-
development.

What is the value of working experience during my
studies?

There are many reasons as to why work experience
opportunities can be so meaningful for law students.

Not only will it offer you a crucial head-start on choosing
which career pathways you want to pursue (whether it is
succession, medical law, humanitarian law and so on),
but it will also give you the chance to see for yourself the
daily life of a lawyer before you graduate, allowing you to
prepare yourself for an eventual entrance into working
full-time. Getting practical work experience in law school
will help you develop professional skills you will likely
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thinking, collaborative and legal research skills.

What types of experience can | obtain while at Adelaide
Law School?
e Student club and committees
o Student clubs and committees are a great way to
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build connections within the university, be a part
of a team, and contribute to meaningful projects.
You can find a list of all the clubs on campus on

the Adelaide University Union website.
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e Work experience

o Whether it be working a part-time job in retail or
undertaking an internship for a big 4 firm, both
will fundamentally help you develop necessary
skills for your future career and play a role in
helping discover what you are interested in. Part-
time work can generally assist with refining
communication skills, time management and
problem solving; an internship will equally elevate
these pre-existing skills and give you an
opportunity to sink your teeth into some industry
work.

GETTING EXPERIENCE

What are the best approaches to securing working

experience?

e The AULSS website's Job Opportunities and
Volunteering Boards’

o Through our website, the AULSS provides
constantly updated listings for both job and
volunteering_opportunities. The former, managed
by the Careers Portfolio, includes both graduate
and undergraduate roles. The latter on the other
hand, updated by the Social Justice and Equity
Portfolio, features more than 50 local community
volunteer programs. For convenient access, the
AULSS will also often cross-post new listings on
our Facebook page.

o For more general (non-law related) working
experiences, you may also want to consider taking
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