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editors’ welcomeeditors’ welcome
Hiiiiii :)

What? Something’s different?? Could it be this snazzy new font 
that we’re using this issue? No? Hmmmmm.

I’m just fooling around, silly. I’m sure most of you would have heard 
by now that our beloved editors Liv and Will have unfortunately 
resigned and won’t be here for Issues 3 and 4. As difficult a loss this 
is for the team, we urge you not to fret! I (Jenny) am still alive and 
kicking, and we’re so, so happy to introduce you all to our brilliant 
new co-editor, Isabel!! We’re both so excited for you to experience 
what we’re going to call the Hilarian 2021 2.0 ;) 

 We’re still going strong with our recurring articles - Liggy Horo-
scope, Movie/TV recommendations, and your favourite, Liggy 
Loveletters. This Issue, Maddie challenges the taboo around sexual 
health as she professes her love for ASHC, Jade helps us dress just 
like our favourite legal icons, and we also made sure to give you 
plenty of Law Ball related content for you to get hyped up for the 
biggest LSS event of the year!

That’s pretty much all we have to say! Best put seatbelts on your 
eyes ‘coz this bad boy is gonna take you for a ride B)

And uh... tell your friends!

Jenny and Isabel xxx

the hilarian does not represent the opinions and viiews of the aulss, nor those of the university of adelaide law school
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liggy horoscopeliggy horoscope

Aries 

A knock-off Scorpio. You think you’re charismatic and gravitational but 
you’re just loud and have a big ego. Aries are surprisingly very worried 
about what other people think of them. Hidden underneath all that yelling, 
bitching and getting their way is a scared little child wanting to gain the 
entire world’s validation. Always looks like a bad bitch though.

TaurusTaurus people always look soft and kind, and they are wholesome and 
laid-back (although sometimes to a detriment). Whenever I ask someone 
who I think is cute for their star sign the answer 87% is Taurus. They are 
indulgent. They don’t like to vent to other people so they are easy to talk 
to. The only sign to successfully bring an Aquarius back down to earth.

gemini Everyone loves to hate Geminis. Me too. However, I feel like I have to 
be nice to them now because my dating records show I actually do like 
Geminis. Embarrassing, I know. Meeting one is a gamble; they are the 
personification of the 'i can be ur angle or ur devil </3' meme. Major god 
complex vibes, but as two air signs, we tend to bond over that.

cancer

Psychopaths. Will manipulate you until you’re nothing but a husk, a 
gimp, a ghost of the happy person you once were. People will try to 
tell you that cancers are sweet and emotional, but they will use their 
seemingly sensitive demeanor to get what they want out of you. 
Brooding. The sign most likely to say shit like ‘I’m an empath’. I’ve also 
only ever met blonde cancers. Next.

leo I am intrigued by Leos. Despite me spewing bullshit about astrology all 
the time, I actually know very little about Leos. I dated a Leo for almost 
4 years, yet I still cannot figure them out. All I know is that they will not 
waste their time on something they can’t somehow make about them. 
They are fussy, but they have nice hair. They are loyal people, but is it 
just because they’re afraid of change? 

virgo

Virgos will judge you if you’re not working 30 hours a week and getting 
HDs on your assignments. The capitalist system is, in my limited opinion, 
perpetuated by virgos. They think they have their shit together just 
because they have no free time, but they’re actually trying to distract 
themselves from the fact that they have nothing interesting to say.
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a mean aquarius tells you what 
they think of your sign

libra

Insufferable people pleasers. Will mirror your entire personality and 
make you worship them. Libras are charming and have an addictive 
kind of face. Would make a great lawyer, actually. Like any other 
air sign, they are pretty much impossible to read and they will never 
tell you what they really want – that’s usually because Libras are 
frustratingly indecisive, and will never make a decision in their lives 

scorpio

Scorpios are great. They will bitch about other people with you and 
won’t feel guilty about it. Good eyebrows. Adam Driver is a scorpio and 
I would do a lot of bad things for a chance with that man. They are 
intense and feel emotions equally intensely. Scorpios are brooding and 
mysterious and one day I will have the pleasure of connecting with a 
Scorpio.

sagittarius

I haven’t met many Sagittarians yet. They have probably taken a gap 
year to travel before uni. When I think Sagittarius, I think of white girl 
autumn. They will disappear for a few months and reappear with a new 
spouse, a whole fucking baby (or two) and speak a different language. 
Unpredictable, frustratingly fickle and private. 

capricorn
Over-achievers. I never get along that well with capricorns because they will 
criticize everything about you. My mother is a Capricorn and I don’t think 
she’s ever told me she’s proud of me ever. Please, Capricorn, please tell me 
what must I do to get your validation?? Capricorns in the big three (sun, 
moon, rising) = angular, handsome facial structures.

aquarius

Would I be a true Aquarius without a good dose of self-loathing? I 
don't particularly like Aquarians, which is strange coming from a sign 
with a huge superiority complex. Aquarians are terrible at opening up 
to people. My GP tells me that I need to stop masking my emotions. 
What he doesn't know is that I over-intellectualise my emotions so I 
don't actually feel them. Checkmate, Doc. 

pisces

Emotional wrecks. The type to accurately predict the worst case 
scenario. Hopeless romantics. My birth chart is ruled by Pisces, and 
I have never been relaxed in my entire life. Will write you poetry and 
think fondly about that one time you made a niche observation about 
them until they die. Think of it this way: Cancer is discount Pisces. 
Pisces have a calming presence to them, which is ironic because 
they’re probably on the brink of tears inside. 
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law ball 2021 outfit 
predictions

law ball 2021 outfit 
predictions

Words by: Edwina Moorcroft, a law student who wears trackies to 
class and is therefore highly qualified to judge the fashion of others

The theme has been an-
nounced. Tickets are sold out. A 
small fortune has been injected 
into the Adelaide economy as 
designer dresses and suits have 
been Afterpayed. The event 
causing this buzz across South 
Australia? The 2021 Met Galaw, 
the largest and most incredi-
ble university ball in the whole 
world. 

The theme this year provides 
endless opportunities for stu-
dents to show their creative 
side through their outfit. As 
we all know, the Met Gala it-
self changes theme each year, 
meaning students can wear 
quite literally anything and still 
be right on theme.

I predict student outfits will be 
classed in three categories on 
the night. As Co-Star told me 
today to trust my intuition, I 
can confirm these predictions 
are 100% accurate. 

CATERGORY ONE: Law ball is my life

These people took the theme 
and ran with it. They look stun-
ning in their extravagant out-
fits. Their budget rivals that of 
the celebs attending the real 
Met Gala. These students are 
possibly confused that the Met 
Gala and Met Galaw are differ-
ent events, and Kim K and Kylie 
won’t be there to compliment 
them on their outfits. Those 
with enough time and money 
to invest in the theme to this 
extent should probably spend 
more time prepping for semi-
nars so that next year they are 
still able to attend the event as 
students, not drop outs.  

CATERGORY TWO: Haha, yeah I to-
tally wore this because it match-
es the theme

These students are the lucky 
few. They bought their outfits 
before the theme was 
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announced, but their fashion 
taste is just extra enough that 
once we’ve all downed a few 
champagnes, we will think their 
outfit choice was intentional. 
Fashionable and quirky, this is 
the category everyone wants to 
be in.   

CATERGORY THREE: The event is 
themed? Who knew?

This is where 95% of the at-
tendees will fit. Perhaps they 
bought a new outfit for the 
event, or perhaps they have 
recycled their year 11 formal 
dress. Either way, they don’t 
know that law ball is themed 
and they don’t care. Mimosas 
and arancini balls taste just the 
same either way. 

My trend predictions for the 
night: 

• People filming Tik Toks
• People filming the people 

filming Tik Toks to mock 
them on Snapchat 

• At least two of your class 
mates being escorted out 

• Dangerous mimosa intake  
• Many memories made, 99% 

to be forgotten (refer above 
re the dangers of mimosas) 

• Rasputin played  
• Olivia Rodrigo played 
• At least one person crying 

to Olivia Rodrigo in the cor-
ridor every time you go to 
the bathroom 

• Sesh sunnies 
• Lots of sequins
• Quirky coloured shoes 
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clerkship szn word searchclerkship szn word search
Words by: annabel bramley

anxiety

controlc

controlv

coverletter

curriculumvitae

depression

gpa

ididib

maybenextyear

regret

rejection

relivingmytrauma

wam

whatwasyouratar
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adelaide sexual health centrelove letter to the ashc
Words by: maddie mcshane
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The stigma that surrounds sex gives me 
a big fat headache.

As someone who considers sex as es-
sential as breakfast, I am often surprised 
when other people turn up their noses 
at a sexual reference. Obviously, sex is 
an incredibly individual experience, and 
everyone is bound to have their own 
perspectives on it. But the more adult I 
get, the more I am disappointed to find 
a biting judgement around this taboo 
topic which sits at the centre of life. 

Recently I had to go to a *gulp* regular 
GP for my regular sexual health check-
up. It wasn’t my first choice for enter-
tainment on a Wednesday, but I was 
having fun on a road trip and needed to 
make sure my narnar was doing ok. So I 
swallowed my pride and booked in with 
a doc, hoping to dear God they wouldn’t 
make it weird. I reassured myself in the 
waiting room. This is a medical profes-
sional. Surely, they will not be squea-
mish about sex. But as I told the doctor 
what I wanted, I was met with face of 
discomfort. “You want what? A sexual 
health check? Oh, um, yeah, I see.” The 
awkward expression on her face was 
exactly what I had feared. She tiptoed 
through the conversation, fumbling 
through her words of this taboo topic

and anxiously avoiding my eye as she 
asked about my sexual activity. The ex-
perience was one of embarrassment 
when it could have easily been one of 
mundane procedure.

That’s why I love ASHC. That’s right, 
the Adelaide Sexual Health Centre. 
That dingey, converted office building, 
with its windowless little waiting room, 
and dirtied floors makes me feel right 
at home. Maybe it’s all the supportive 
sex posters on the wall, maybe it’s the 
obnoxiously loud soul radio stations 
they’ve always got playing, maybe it’s 
the fun of eyeing the characters around 
the room and imagining them getting 
it on. Maybe it’s the thrill of finding out 
whether or not I’ve got an STI. Maybe 
I’m just a sicko that likes pissing in a 
cup.

But there is something undoubted-
ly comforting about having a profes-
sional talk about sex as casually as you 
would about a new diet fad. You learn 
the things you never learnt in school; 
that sex is a part of life, that you need 
to be safe about it, and that there is no 
shame in being open about something 
a large proportion of the population is 
either doing, or trying really hard to do.

I love you ASHC  <3
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Words by: maddie mcshane
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how not  to enjoy law ball: 
a checklist

Words by: jenny jung

With Law Ball approaching imminently, I’m sure most of our beloved 
readers are preparing to get the most out of the night- as you should. And 
as someone who can proudly say that they had perhaps one of the most 

pathetically messy experiences at law ball (to the point where I am the rea-
son why some of my friends are not attending this year), I consider myself 
an authority when it comes to having a bad law ball experience. I thought 

that I might share my best tips for ruining this special night, so that you 
might know what to avoid to ensure a great law ball experience.

1. a messy/complicated love life
This is a prerequisite for all the people out there looking to have a sad 
night, and is something that helps those glasses of free mimosa enter your 
system in record time.

2. forget to put bandaid on your feet
If you’re someone who is planning to wear heels for the night, consider 
raw-dogging your brand new pair of cheap shoes for extra pain points and 
an early night!

3. call your ex(s)
Bonus crying points if you end up going back to their place of residence 
after the function. 

4. hook up/sleep with someone from your seminar class
Follow this tip to never want to step foot in Liggy ever again (not that any 
of us need further incentive for that). Trade in your dignity for 5 whole 
minutes of ego-boost and/or mediocre sex.

5. don’t eat dinner
Don’t skip this step if you want the optimal blood alcohol level for each 
drink consumed! All food does is slow down your pace of intoxication and 
who wants that anyway?
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covid outbreaks renew hope 
for online exams
covid outbreaks renew hope 
for online exams
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Words by: daniel sladojevic

There is no doubt when Saint Nicola an-
nounced our recent lockdown just over a 
month ago, disappointment, anxiety and 
smugness from inside tips via “my mum’s 
work friend” were rife throughout the law 
school. 

Despite casting an ominous cloud over the 
last week of holidays, accompanying the 
new lockdown was a cautiously optimistic 
sentiment. Maybe, just maybe, this was 
enough to bring back online exams for Se-
mester Two. Law students could almost 
taste the delicious flavour of finishing the 
academic year in their trackies without hav-
ing to re-learn to handwrite, next to a fridge 
of celebratory Cruisers to tuck into post 
the triumphant hit of the submit button. It 
is hard to forget the pure horror felt in late 
April upon receiving the ghastly email out-
lining the University’s decision to “return to 
face-to-face, invigilated, final examinations 
for the second half of 2021.”  

The law school gossip grapevine spread the 
news far more effectively than the email 
system. Spontaneous crying about the 
thought of having to handwrite for three 
hours non-stop (without the help of google) 
became a common sight in the Liggy foyer.

“I just really thought online exams would 
stick this time,” sighed third-year student 
Edward. 
“I couldn’t even bring myself to step through

the gates when I took my little cousin to get 
a show bag a couple of years ago. She cried, 
I cried … even now just thinking about it I’m 
starting to tear up.” 

Recent data from The Hilarian Bureau of 
Statistics supports Edward’s warning for 
younger students who are yet to experience 
hand-written exams at the Showgrounds. 
According to the study, 80% of students 
felt “incapable” of hand-writing more than 
four sentences without experiencing a 
hand cramp, with a further 19% failing to 
have ever secured a pen licence. The final 
1% represents the niche of students who 
actually want the return of Wayville exams. 
Coincidentally, it was reported these same 
students love doing every assigned course 
reading, have bought every textbook, study 
the AGLC in their spare time, and are REAL-
LY fun at parties. While the threat of exams 
returning to Wayville remains, there is a 
glimmer of hope. As we have seen, these 
are unpredictable times, and it takes only a 
few cases to drastically change our way of 
life. So, what does this mean for us? 

Well, we can’t exactly wish for COVID to 
spread through South Australia. No one 
wants another lockdown or one more night 
of being yelled at by security guards for the 
vertical consumption of a cheeky vodka 
lemonade. However, maybe it’s about time 
we all see the silver (on)lining in the occa-
sional COVID scare.



liggy lovelettersliggy loveletters

Rachel, p
leas

e let
 

me be th
e ch

ief to
 

your
 Neef <3

Harry Edmonds, 

Why are you hot?

this is a love letter to me. you’ve come so far over your degree and i am proud of you get it queen!!

MG - sorry I called you babe that one time

15

Bella,
Come under my umbrella.

After kybella,
you’ll be looking so stel-
lar.
Can I be your lucky fella?

It’s a Cinderella story. Got 
a memory like Dory.
A lot of boys in your in-
ventory, too bad you can’t 
have Rory
Clark.

You are about to embark 
on a treacherous journey, 
to become an attorney.
So smart like Justice 
Kirby.
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Here we are again. Issue 3 and yet another must-watch list for law students. 
The list of movies and TV shows to choose from appears to be endless, 
prompting one to reflect upon what exactly makes films that centre around 
the law so interesting? What makes their plots so compelling? Is it the drama? 
The seemingly genius legal arguments? The protagonist’s often-unwavering, 
but always over-exaggerated, pursuit of justice reflected onto the big screen? 
Perhaps the reasons for why people are continually drawn to these films and 
TV shows correspond with those same reasons we find ourselves at law school 

right now.

As usual, this issue’s list ranges from iconic chick-flicks to thought-provoking 
legal and historical drama. Watching some of them might even make you feel 
a little less guilty for procrastinating all those law readings (because like I said 
in the first issue, these films and shows are educational – or at least a source 

of motivation, right? Please say yes).

Movies
Clueless (1995)
What kind of article would this be if it did not include an iconic comedy/chick 
flick recommendation? So, even though Clueless does not constitute a ‘legal 
film’ in the strict sense, some elements may make you think that it totally 
should be considered one! Here are some reasons for why it should be: the 
protagonist, the wealthy and popular high school student Cher Horowitz 
(Alicia Silverstone), certainly gives compelling submissions during her class 
debates (ok, maybe ‘compelling’ isn’t the right word) and manages to use 
lawyer-like negotiation techniques (taking after her highly successful litiga-
tor-father) to persuade her teachers to change the grades on her report card. 
Even her sometimes misguided attempts at matchmaking reflect her com-
mitment at improving her persuasive, argumentative skills. 

With a plot loosely based on Jane Austen’s classic novel Emma (1815) and 
iconic costumes that epitomise the era that was the nineties, this rewatchable 
rom-com will no doubt leave a smile on your face!

Words by: Christina akele
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A Man for All Seasons (1966)
As some of you may have noticed by now, this list would be incomplete with-
out a movie recommendation for all the history nerds out there. While most of 
the films I recommend explore a famous case from the past, namely, the 20th 
century, this movie explores a case that dates all the way back to the Tudor 
era. I hope I haven’t lost you there, because trust me, this legal film is one of 
my favourites. Written by the incredible playwright and screenwriter Robert 
Oxton Bolt CBE, and with stunning costumes and set design, you’ll be think-
ing that you’re watching an elaborate Shakespearean play (only with slightly 
more decipherable English). 

The film centres around the last years of Sir Thomas More, including his role 
as Lord Chancellor and his famous trial. The film compellingly depicts his ada-
mant refusal to support King Henry VIII’s annulment from his first wife, Cath-
erine of Aragon, his opposition towards the Act of Supremacy (establishing 
the Church of England with Henry VIII as its leader) and his objection to swear-
ing an oath acknowledging Henry VIII’s supremacy over the Church and the 
legitimacy of his remarriage to Anne Boleyn. 

For those who know the history of Sir Thomas more, the ending will not come 
as a surprise to you, but this movie will make you reflect on the extent to which 
one will stand by their beliefs, knowing full-well the consequences. 

On the Basis of Sex (2018)
Ok, so yes, I know that I recommended RBG last issue, and this is another film 
about Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, BUT hear me out, this one is a Hollywood 
legal drama. If you haven’t had enough of her story, or you just fancy a movie 
over a documentary, I would certainly recommend this film. It focuses primar-
ily on Ginsburg (Felicity Jones) and her journey as a law student, and her ear-
ly career as a lawyer and advocate for equal rights for women and men. Her 
work on the Moritz v. Commissioner case, ultimately cemented her legacy in 
the legal field. In essence, this film is basically a superhero movie – but for law 
students!



The Children Act (2017)
Here is a film that isn’t based on a true story, but hopefully you will find it 
just as thought-provoking and entertaining. The Children Act, starring act-
ing powerhouses Emma Thompson and Stanley Tucci, creatively imagines 
what the private and professional life a judge would be like. The film cen-
tres around Fiona Maye (Emma Thompson) or as she is formally known, 
the Honourable Mrs Justice Maye DBE (the script writers really paid atten-
tion to detail) and a case brought before her regarding the blood trans-
fusion of boy named Adam (Fionn Whitehead), who also happens to be 
a Jehovah’s Witness. So, while the doctors want the transfusion to take 
place, his parents oppose the transfusion on religious grounds (this may 
sound like a case some of you have read, studied, or even heard about 
during your time at law school). Ultimately, it is up to Fiona to make the 
decision while also dealing with the breakdown of her marriage. 

With a strong script and emotional plotline, this film is worth your time. 
It might even make you reflect on the commitment to the law judges (or 
anyone in the legal profession) must maintain, the complex decisions 
they must make, all the while balancing their own personal lives.

Tv Shows
Rake (2010-2018)
I’d be lying if I said that I have finished this TV series. Honestly, I’ve only 
just started watching it, but so far, I would say that it deserves a spot on 
this list. This Australian comedy-drama centres around complex protago-
nist, Cleaver Greene (Richard Roxburgh), a classic anti-hero, a remarkably 
talented, charismatic criminal defence lawyer who engages in self-sab-
otaging and morally questionable behaviour. With a witty, well-written 
script, that seems to incessantly reference legal terminology (you’ll have 
heard “may it please Court”, “beyond a reasonable doubt” and “separa-
tion of powers” within the first two episodes), fascinating characters and 
compelling court-room scenes, I would definitely recommend this show 
to any law student!
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Running low on ideas about social ac-
tivities you can get up to in the next 
month? Answer these questions and 
find out what cool Adelaide attraction 

you should check out in September!

Your outlook on Law school is:
A. Bleak

B.  Hopeful/I’m a first year

C. Mediocre

D.  Grim

E.  Depressed

your ideal date is:
A.  Watching a theatre perfor-
mance

B.  A casual coffee and a nice 
walk 

C. Watching a movie and shar-
ing  some popcorn 

D. A fancy dinner in a restau-
rant neither of you can afford

E.  Not going on a date 

your favourite colour is:
A.  Blue

B.  Green

C. Black

D. Yellow

E.  Orange (Liar)

your exam strategy is:
A.  Go to PASS sessions

B.  Use SWOTVAC for its in-
tended purpose of studying 

C. Cram the night before the 
exam

D.  Make highlighted, colour 
coordinated summary notes at 
the end of each week

E.  Wing it and hope for the best

Your favourite beverage on a 
night out is:
A.  VCR

B.  Beer

C. Vodka Lime Soda

D. Wine

E.  Tequila



What should you do in September?What should you do in September?

21

Your favourite pastime when 
you’re not studying is:
A.  Reading a good book

B.  Baking up a storm in the 
kitchen

C. Getting huge in the gym

D. Binge watching your favour-
ite TV show

E.  TikTok

If you weren’t studying law 
you would be:
A.  Working hard for some $$ 

B.  Still studying law 

C. Happy 

D. Travelling the world (I wish)  

E.  Asleep

A. I’ve got just the thing for you! 
The Adelaide Law Revue! Perform-
ing from the 15th-18th of Septem-
ber in the Little Theatre. You’ll love 
it!
  

B. You should check out the Ad-
elaide Law Revue! It sounds like 
just your vibe! Performing from 
the 15th-18th of September in the 
Little Theatre. 

C. I hope you’re free from the 15th-
18th of September because you’re 
going to want to go watch the 
Adelaide Law Revue! Performing in 
the Little Theatre. 

d. You sound pretty snazzy. Come 
see the Adelaide Law Revue! 
Performing from the 15th- 18th of 
September in the Little Theatre. 

e. Hey, you okay my friend? I think 
you need some cheering up. You 
should check out the Adelaide Law 
Revue! Performing from the 15th- 
18th of September in the Little 
Theatre. 

If you got all or mostly:

Words by: Bellarose watts



a law school cohort 
fills out a madlib
A few days ago I asked our readers through the Hilarian instagram (@thehilari-
an ahem) to help us complete an article via madlib, by answering a few random 
prompts. I honestly don’t know what I expected, but you guys did NOT disappoint. 
Answers to the question ‘Describe your most recent sexual experience’ ranged 
from a plain ‘steamy’ to truly gross answers like ‘cumzone’ (I know who you are, 
filthy demon). I was also stunned by how many ways us law comrades have com-
municated that they were drunk. Some highlights being ‘deleted’ and ‘embalmed’. 
Well, now you get to find out what story you were giving your creative input for. I 

hope this was worth exposing yourself :)

answer key
1. Name of a celebrity 2. Adjective 3. Favourite name   4. Time of day 
5. Niche way of saying you’re drunk  6. Describe your most recent sexual experi-
ence 7. Favourite expletive

It’s the 4th of September. Your hair and makeup is done, you 
showed your stylist a recent pic of Dale Stephens (1) and 
they’ve nailed the look. 

You are just stinky (2).

You arrive at pre’s at Pikachu’s (3) house.

It’s International Law Monday seminar (4) and everyone is 
already im about to text my ex (5).

A few hours later, you arrive at Adelaide Oval.

Met Ga-LAW is quick (6).   (author’s note: i’m so sorry)

You turn to your friend and say, “F*cksticks! (7) Keen for a 
night I’ll never forget”

:)
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(text)book recommendations for 
a cozy day in

Alex, I could not put it better myself. I can think of no better way to brighten 
up a gloomy day than to delve into one of the dusty textbooks in the back of 
my closet. Now I know what you’re thinking, how could anyone possibly decide 
which of the thrilling law textbooks to read first? Never fear! The extremely 
thorough, peer-reviewed, and completely serious textbook recommendation 
list is here. Everyone knows we need to memorise these textbooks back to 
front if we ever want one of the elusive law grad jobs post-graduation. So, we 

best get started ASAP. 

Laying Down the Law by Rob-
in Creyke, David Hamer, Pat-
rick O’Mara, Belinda Smith and 
Tristan Taylor
RRP - $105 AUD
Thoughts on the book: 
There is absolutely nothing better 
than cuddling up with this old time fa-
vourite. Transport yourself back to the 
time when you were a young, hope-
ful first-year student, unaware of the 
misery that awaited you in the years 
ahead. At only $105 it is an absolute 
steal, and one the cheapest academic 
texts you will ever come across. 

Tort Law Principles by Berna-
dette Richards and Melissa de 
Zwart
RRP - $130 AUD

Thoughts on the book:
A classic. Elegant and understated. 
Good old straightforward tort law. If 
you are really lucky, you might even 
be the owner of the edition with a fun 
purple umbrella on the front (like me). 
What a beauty! 

Words by: Bellarose watts

24



Australian Public Law by Laura 
Grenfell, Alexander Reilly and 
Gabrielle Appleby
RRP - $120 AUD

Thoughts on the book:
This book allows you to sit back, 
relax, and read in excruciating 
detail about the long and painful 
history of how Australia’s gov-
ernment was formed. No need to 
google the Constitution when you 
can have it neatly packaged in a 
beautiful textbook right at your 
fingertips. Struggling to under-
stand what on earth the Constitu-
tion means? Finding it hard to see 
why the opinion of a small group 
of people in 1901 still matters? 
Give this gem a read and hopeful-
ly it will help answer these burning 
questions. Legal disclaimer: this is 
not a guarantee.  

Principles of International Law by 
Stephen Hall
RRP - $115 AUD
Thoughts on the book:
Nothing gives you a god complex 
quite like reading a chapter titled, 

 “International responsibility and 
diplomatic protection” around 
people who don’t study law. In 
fact, don’t even read the textbook. 
Just flip through it while shouting 
random Law of the Sea articles. 
This will be sure to impress all 
those around you, and won’t make 
them think you’re weird at all. 

Australian Commercial Law 
by Dilan Thampapillai, Clau-
dio Bozzi, Mark Giancaspro and 
George Yijun Tian
RRP - $120 AUD

Thoughts on the book:
What a ripper of a textbook. It’s 
a bit like a salad. Or a lucky dip. 
Who knows what you’ll read about 
when you open it. Property law, 
contracts, deceptive conduct – the 
topics are endless. 
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to drop out or to not drop out...to drop out or to not drop out...

Do you love 
the law?

Yes

no

maybe

For some inexplicable 
reason you just love 

the law. Do you have a 
grad job lined up?

Do you want to spend 
your time reading 

cases, working 8AM-
9PM, and having no 

time for hobbies? 
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to drop out or to not drop out...to drop out or to not drop out...

Time to drop out. No 
brainer. You’re proba-
bly only studying law 
because you wanted 
to spend your ATAR

Yes

no

Even though you have 
a grad job ready to go, 
being a lawyer is just 
the worst. Definitely 

drop out

No future employment? 
Mum and Dad couldn’t 

get one of their friends to 
hire you? 100% drop out 

time 

Yes

no

It is still time to drop 
out. Dropping out now is 
better than becoming a 
soulless cog in the legal 
system for all eternity

No? Don’t think that 
sounds like good fun? 

DROP OUT ALREADY. 

Words by: isabel brewer
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steal their style; 
high court edition
steal their style; 
high court edition
Who said High Court couldn’t be high fashion? 
Chief Justice Kiefel sets the precedent on how to 

look like a boss this season.

 D
re

st
iny

: $
50

.4
6 

amazon: $29 

novo: $79
29

Words by: jade uyen lam



OJ Simpson is killin’ it in this 
grey get-up. 

The ultimate question in our 
heads is how he gets away with 
matching spandex gloves with 

formal attire. Guilty of fashion 
faux pas? You be the judge. 

david jones suit: 
$100

kogan gloves (re-
peatedly frozen and 

thawed): $10

bigw tie: $15

30
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Let’s be honest, Elle 
Woods was the reason 
you’re studying Law in 
the first place so why 
not look like her too?  

sheike: $219

etsy: $50

t arget: $15

amazon: $10

myer: $79





a mimosa-hazed memory lane: 
law ball over the years

a mimosa-hazed memory lane: 
law ball over the years
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Words by: isabel brewer
As my fifth law ball approaches, I thought this would be a great time to reflect on the 
four law ball events I have attended throughout my degree. A wave of nostalgia hits as 
I think about how the chapter of university is coming to a close. Goal for 2021 law ball? 
Make it to town afterwards for the first time ever. 

2017 
Looking back on the photos of this event, I have four main thoughts. Firstly, my fashion 
sense was terrible. Secondly, my hair and make-up are laughable. My third thought? 
Wow. So many people have dropped out. I guess Stubbsy was right in that first-year 
lecture theatre when he said ominously, “Only two in three will make it.” If my hazy 
memory serves me well, we were all dazzled by the bright lights of Adelaide Oval, and 
yet to have our law-loving spirits broken by actually studying the degree. Fourthly, that 
this was the beginning of the involuntary shudder that overtakes me every time I taste 
a mimosa. 

Rating: 10/10 

2018 
I actually don’t think I remember anything about this event. However, I do have a great 
photo of one of my friends laying on the concrete outside Adelaide Oval at about 11pm, 
completely defeated by the event that is law ball. Therefore, I’m sure it was excellent. 

Rating: 10/10 

2019
By third year, we knew what we were doing. Lower heels were worn, and the appro-
priate fake tanning technique had been mastered. We invited all our non-law mates to 
enjoy the fun. Make-ups, break-ups, and everything in-between ensued. Multiple (now 
ex) boyfriends were escorted from the venue, and for the third year running, we didn’t 
make it to town afterwards. Main take away? Mimosas are poisonous. 

Rating: 10/10 



2020
We were lucky enough to be able to have a (seated) law ball after the absolute horror 
show that was 2020. I think I can safely speak for the majority of those in attendance 
when I say we well and truly made up for having been in lockdown for most of the year. 
Between the bottles of champagne being handed out to anyone who asked, and some 
half-hearted attempts from security to stop us dancing, to say this was a big night 
would be an understatement. With an exclusive all-law crowd, every attendee was 
definitely practicing for the alcoholism that awaits us when we enter the profession. 

The following night, I updated my profile picture on Facebook with the caption, “Law 
ball 2020 was one to remember,” to which a fellow law student who was lucky enough 
to witness my behaviour that evening replied, “The only memories you have from this 
night are saved in snapchat.” 

I just wish I could argue this wasn’t true. 

Rating: 10/10 (as always)
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what your tie knot says about youwhat your tie knot says about you

• Shows very little imagination
• You received this tie from your nepotism-filled household 

of lawyers or doctors, and you too will pass it down to you 
child in this spiral that everyone hates

• It can also be perceived as a classic look... among the old-
er in the establishment

balthus

• You still possess a stale private school mind, where your 
top  button is undone, and you are wearing a tie which 
was pretied 2 terms ago.

• You might as well wear a tie with elastic around the collar.
• You are more pretentious than those who wear AirPods 

around shopping malls for ‘fashion.’

four-in-hand

• Firstly, what the hell is wrong with you?
• Secondly, it looks like you put a tie on backwards.
• I certainly commend the imagination of this tie, but what 

it gains in flair, it loses in sophistication. 
• The people who wear this tie knot are also those who 

wear socks and sandals, or neon green and yellow in the 
same outfit – you are just plain wrong!

Capsule

• Certainly, the best looking of the bunch.
• You are THAT kid that rocks up to a first-year lecture 

wearing a full suit, just to assert dominance.
• You are the one kid who signs up for all of the comps 

and then question, “Why the hell do I not have enough 
time”? 

half windsor
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so, you wanna date a 
law student?
so, you wanna date a 
law student?

As a fifth-year student, it is safe to say I, 
and many of my friends, have partaken 
in the rather incestual dating pool that 
is the Adelaide Law School. When Ade-
laide is small enough that we all already 
know each other, why not make it extra 
awkward and hook up with someone 
only to have to do multiple seminars 
together after they ghost you? Why not 
date the same guy as half your mates? 
A touch of drama makes life just that 
much more interesting. In my experi-
ence, those you’d find on a hypothetical 
law school dating app would fit neatly 
into the following profiles.   

The one who is still known exclusively by the 
school he went to 

His tinder profile features a cute ca-
voodle and a group photo with his four 
clone-like friends. He thinks art is hav-
ing his cufflinks in a display case above 
the fireplace in his bedroom, and own-
ing any less than three pairs of identical 
RMs is too few. He thinks Triple J music 

Words by: isabel brewer
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is indie and doesn’t know who Spacey 
Jane are. Take off those rose-coloured 
glasses, this is as red as a flag gets.

The one who won’t shut up about her 
grad job

The first question she will ask you is, “So 
what’s your GPA? Mine is a 6.5.” This ab-
solute powerhouse woman was offered 
at least three clerkships, and grad firms 
are creating roles just for her. Her house 
is immaculately tidy, without a book, 
perfume or photograph out of place. 
Around campus her style is on point, 
and you will be guaranteed to receive 
a snapchat concerning her safety if she 
ever has to venture to Lower Napier.

The one who doesn’t even actually do law 

He has been at every law ball, every quiz 
night, and you think you might have 
even seen him at some career network-
ing evenings. He follows the AULSS ins-
ta, and knows all the key players on the



law school scene. However, once you start dating, you will find this cheeky 
bloke is in fact only a commerce student. Truly horrifying. To avoid this hap-
pening again, demand proof of law school enrolment via Access Adelaide just 
in case he has swindled a Law School Local card to fully sell his false identity 
as a law student. 

The only nice one 

The rose among so many thorns, the gem amid the rocks, the statistical 
anomaly. They study hard, shout you drinks, and make sure you always get 
home safe. Unfortunately, all these good signs will turn you off instantly. Sen-
sible and safe (boring), you’ll drop this absolute catch. Let’s face it. You know 
you aren’t ready to settle down anyway. 

Words by: isabel brewer
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It is time for law ball once again. At this point, it is the only thing getting 
you through the semester. The preparation for such a prestigious event is 
intense. Seminar work? Not finished. Tests studied for? Absolutely not. To 
help out we have decided to break it down and serve up some handy tips for 
a successful law ball. 
 
What to expect on the night if you’ve never attended? An absolute scene. 
Fancy outfits, illegal dancing, crying, laughing and people making-up and 
breaking up all over the place. 

Also, the event is open bar, so make sure to check that out if you fancy a 
beverage. Pro tip: Do not leave this for later on in the night as every year 
without fail, they run out of mimosas. On the unlikely chance that you con-
sume too much alcohol on the night, you have two options. Embrace your 
now infamous reputation or, alternatively, claim your identical twin was ac-
tually in attendance and you didn’t embarrass yourself in front of all of your 
peers. 

Bag Essentials 

• Tissues. Anyone who doesn’t cry at law ball about something or other 
isn’t doing it right.

• Safety pins. Someone is guaranteed to put a heel through the corner of 
their dress, or tear their suit jacket as they leap the stands at the Oval. 
Better to be safe than sorry.

• Bobby pins. For every king or queen rocking an up-hairdo, bobby pins 
are your new best friend!

• Band-aids.  As previously mentioned, you should assume that law ball 
subconsciously equates with your feet hurting. When they start rubbing 
on your heels it can be the worst. Prepare yourself by taking a couple of 
band-aids in your purse to slap on if you’re in pain. 

• Your Foundations Textbook. Who knows, if there isn’t enough drama to 
keep you entertained, you might at least get some study done before 
your Monday seminar. 

• Your *discounted* hotel room key. This will be perfect to throw this at 
the first person who shows you the least bit of attention. 

So, at this point, you must be getting excited. However, beware of a few 
cheeky things to watch out for on the night: A security escort out of the ven-
ue, two girls wearing the same Bec and Bridge dress, accidentally knocking 
wine glasses over, couples kissing in the Adelaide Oval stands, exes kissing 
in the Adelaide Oval stands, and some horrendous tunes (think September 
and Eagle Rock). Law ball is one of the only reasons to study the degree, so 
it is time to embrace the good and the bad of this wonderful event. 

W
or

ds
 by

: h
ar

rie
tt

e s
mi

th

39



Words by: nicolas rich

GK - wills and estate law
Your safety net. The thing you can 

always look behind you and say, “Yeah 
this will keep me employed.” Don’t 

get me wrong, it’s not glamorous, high 
paying or high flying. But it keeps the 

unemployment away. Don’t worry 
about having this as a fall back. People 

always die.

LB - Environmental Law
Not your typical defence, tucked on 

the outside and favouring the progres-
sive ideologies of preservation. Sure 
you may not be redefining politicians 

duty’s of care to the environment 
every day, but making sure that council 

creek doesn’t go 2mm over is just as 
important.

cb -criminal law
Prosecution is so public, go for the 

heart of defence and really give your-
self a challenge. Everyone deserves the 

right to a free trial and rebutting that 
little burden of proof the prosecution 
has to prove will truly make a differ-
ence for each and every one of your 

clients. 

cb -international law
Try to think bigger.. what’s a criminal 

charge unless in the International 
Court of Justice concerning transna-

tional defences of major war criminals. 
Dealing with wide-scale wars will 

surely itch the craving of making a 
difference. Good luck in this position. 

You’ll need to play overseas and have a 
STEEP learning curve in The Hague

RB - intellectual property law
Who protects the rights of the private 

individual? Or the corporation? Or 
the Nth group that wants to protect 

that one good idea they had that one 
time? While your client swears that 

their jingle is an original instant classic, 
the sped up tune to Blurred Lines just 

reminds you of your frequent speeding 
up of lectures.

cm - contracts law
At the heart of midfield, hidden away 
from the goal scoring or goal saving 
is the land of equity. You just have to 
TRUST that this will give you emo-

tional and professional fulfilment but 
you will always be wanting something 
more. It is your DUTY to pass the law 
on to the more glamorous and adver-

sarial positions 

Your starting XI to Practicing law
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CM - Tort Law 
The first year subject that made you 

think huh, maybe doing law isn’t THAT 
bad. Neighbourly nuisance, false 

imprisonment and assault and battery 
seem somewhat filling right? Collect-

ing the ball, taking it forward and pass-
ing follow the same robotic regurgita-
tion you have whenever you are asked 
about the elements of negligence or 

breach of duty of care.

CAM - Sport Law

A well rounded subject pushing into 
the striker position of most desired. 

There are not many jobs but if you can 
get one, you can be sure that you will 
tell all your friends, family and people 
on the bus that you represented that 
one footy player who was relevant a 

few years ago.

LW - Dispute Resolution and Ethics, RW - Evidence Law
These two are best tackled as a team as they are the tweedle dum and tweedle 

dee in practicing and advising in litigation. You may find that Witness Examination 
was your jam or the Alternative Dispute Resolution processes of DRE spoke spiri-
tually to you. In essence you can’t specialise in these areas and you’re fresh out of 
luck. While you will find yourself fast down on the wings rushing to get out of uni 

into your corporate job, you’ll meet the inevitable halt.

ST - Corporate Law
The high scoring, eventual 6 figure salaries attracting all the appeal from budding 
lawyers.  You may get the most recognition from everyone else, but at what cost? 

The late hours you’ll be staying behind in your early years to earn just as much 
as your high school friend in construction may make you reconsider your career 

choices.
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A law student’s guide to 
health and fitness
A law student’s guide to 
health and fitness Words by: Jenny jung

Us law students tend to live a fairly sedentary lifestyle. We get to 
Liggy, hole ourselves in the law library dungeons for a couple hours, 
go sit in a seminar for another hour, go home and then cry lie in bed 
for a few more. As an underweight, vitamin D deficient law student 
who gets puffed out after climbing two flights of stairs, I can confi-
dently call myself an authority on health and fitness. I would like to 
teach you comrades on how us law students can reclaim the fitness 
that the law school has so cruelly taken from us.

1. Tend to sit and zone out often? Try dissociating in the fresh out-
doors of the Liggy courtyard instead of the usual law library! If the 
incessant DING of the trams or the insufferable North Terrace com-
motion is bothering you, try copping yourself a pair of noise-cancel-
ling headphones. I myself purchased some a year ago and it makes 
avoiding small talk as easy as simply ignoring everyone walking by. 

2. Are you one of those people that take the elevator to classes 
when you’re perfectly capable of walking up the stairs? Why don’t 
you try actually getting some valuable cardio in by walking up one 
or two flights of stairs? I promise it’s not as daunting as it appears. 
Just think of the sexy cardio badonkadonk you’ll have by the end of 
the semester!

3. Switch from your lattes and mochas to a simple, good ol’ long 
black. Especially if you’re one of those people that enjoy sucking 
cow teet. Who drinks dairy milk these days? I only ever drink long 
blacks, and it not only eliminates yucky dairy from your already 
heinous diet, but it also saves money! 
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how to break up: 
law school edition

It is breakup season. For whatever 
reason, the time has come to let go 
of your significant other, your fa-
vourite midnight ‘you up?’ text, or 
some guy who got the wrong idea 
(and has officially given you the ick). 
Use these useful prompts to break 
up the way all sophisticated law stu-
dents should. 

The Handshake 

You’ve been dating for a while. It’s 
serious. You’ve met their parents 
and they’ve met yours. It’s all going 
well. Then, you realise you have the 
emotional range of a walnut. You are 
an onion with one layer, a corporate 
robot destined to work seven days 
a week for the rest of your life and 
love it. How to break up with your 
partner? Say, “It’s not you, it’s me. 
Let’s just take the emotion out of 
this.” Offer a handshake as a touch-
ing farewell. Chances of you being 
mentioned in their group chat after 
this? Yeah, absolutely zero!

The Public Fight  

For those with a flair for the dra-
matic. Liggy foyer or the upcoming 
Law Ball would be the perfect loca-
tion for your break up. Perhaps they 
cheated and deserve to be publicly 
humiliated, perhaps they’re just a 
dick. To add to the show, why not 
pour a mimosa over their outfit, or 
loudly and repeatedly yell the worst 
grade they ever received on an as-
signment. Bonus points if all your 
mates say afterwards, “We always 
hated them anyway.” 

The Date Someone New  

You weren’t really dating but they 
were definitely more than a friend. 
They could best be described as a 
placeholder for your new, official 
Relationship. To effectively break 
up with this situationship, post an 
Instagram with your new partner 
and hope they catch on. This will 
ideally result in them never wanting 
to speak to you again. Just prepare 
to be blocked on all social media 
channels, including LinkedIn.

Words by: isabel brewer
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In the last 50,000 years, 100 billion people have 
born and died. Yet 7 trillion people are projected 
to be born and die in the coming 50,000 years, 
if this century’s birth rates are to stay the same.

So often in the context of politics, we talk about 
the lives of people in the short-term. How our 
current economic policies can be expected to 
perform over the next decade. The next four-
year election period. But never before have we 
been at a point in history where we have the 
potential to so profoundly influence the lives of 
future generations.  The recent IPCC AR6 report 
enunciated clearly the reality we could no lon-
ger ignore; climate change is real, inevitable and 
intensifying rapidly. The decisions we make to-
day in relation to the world’s living systems will 
undoubtedly determine the way which climate 
change will unfold, and the legacy we will leave 
for the trillions of people to be born after we die.

This begs the question. What do we owe future 
generations? Many would argue that we owe 
them fundamental human rights, something as-
certained from a liveable planet. Yet, there are 
few legal doctrines established to enshrine such 
rights. Legally speaking, the unborn are power-
less.  

Recently, a focus on climate activists holding 
actors to account for decisions that would dis-
proportionately accelerate climate change has 
risen to prevalence. Just two months ago, the 
world watched as a collection of eight Australian 
school students and their litigation guardian. 
Sister Brigid Arthur, took the Minister for Envi-
ronment, Sussan Ley, to the federal court. Then 
the case of Sharma v the Minister for the Envi-
ronment unfolded. The students were seeking 
an injunction to stop the Australian government 
from permitting a new extension to Whitehaven 
Coal’s Vickery Coal Mine in NSS under the Envi-
ronment Protection and Biodiversity Conserva-
tion Act (‘EPBC Act’). 46
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The mine was due to produce 370 million 
tonnes of carbon dioxide over its lifetime, 
an amount equivalent to two thirds of Aus-
tralia’s total 2019 emissions. Under the 
EPBC Act, Ley had the burden of making 
the decision about whether or not the 
project would go ahead.

 In a landmark judgement, Bromberg J rec-
ognised that the Minister owed a duty of 
care to Australian children to avoid caus-
ing physical harm. This case is one of the 
first of its kind and illuminates the concept 
of intergenerational equity. Bromberg de-
scribing the climate crises as, “the greatest 
inter-generational injustice ever inflicted 
by one generation of humans upon the 
next.” With fearful premonition, Brom-
berg recognised the implications of cli-
mate change stating “As Australian adults 
know their country, Australia will be lost 
and the World as we know it gone as well. 
The physical environment will be harsher, 
far more extreme and devastatingly brutal 
when angry. As for the human experience 
– quality of life, opportunities to partake 
in nature’s treasures, the capacity to grow 
and prosper – all will be greatly diminished. 
Lives will be cut short. Trauma will be far 
more common and good health harder 
to hold and maintain. None of this will be 
the fault of nature itself. It will largely be 
inflicted by the inaction of this generation 
of adults, in what might fairly be described 
as the greatest inter-generational injustice 
ever inflicted by one generation of humans 
upon the next.”

The statement showed a grave understand-
ing of the threat faced by upcoming gen-
erations. However, Bromberg was unable 
to demonstrate that mental and economic 
harm were sufficiently coherent to justify 
the imposition of a broader duty of care. It 
is difficult to quantify the nature of the dam-
age caused by something which has not yet 
occurred. The recognition of the compre-
hensive threats climate change poses be-
yond the physical sphere may create the 
potential for litigation on these points in the 
future.

Despite this, the court still declined to 
grant the injunction and force the Minister 
to block the project, reasoning that would 
be an unjustified imposition on the Minis-
ter’s discretion. The case was about more 
than just this project. Young climate activist 
and plaintiff in Sharma, Tom Webster Ar-
bizu, said that while “this case specifically 
is about the extension to the Vickery coal 
mine in New South Wales, however, if the 
court agrees with us, there could be huge 
flow-on effects. This precedent could be ap-
plied to all new coal mines and perhaps oth-
er fossil fuel projects in Australia. It would 
mean that future permits for these projects 
would be very difficult, or perhaps impossi-
ble.” The flow-on effects have been huge, 
and the concept of intergenerational equity 
has risen to prevalence across all fields of 
law. Intergenerational equity is defined as 
meeting the needs of the present without 
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compromising the ability of future gener-
ations to meet their needs. It tends to be 
referenced as a guiding principle in inter-
national and environmental agreements, 
as opposed to hard law which can offer a 
more definitive determination of an out-
come. Historically, the causative link be-
tween the actions of current actors and 
the consequences of climate change has 
been obfuscated by a guise of uncertainty 
which has shrouded the climate dialogue 
for too long. However, with the crystallisa-
tion of science communication comes an 
opportunity to clarify the direct causative 
link which exists between current and fu-
ture generations. It is becoming indisput-
able that the actions of current manage-
ment bodies will affect the rights of future 
generations.

These decisions are indeed pioneering, 
but almost expected. Following decades 
of dialogue on the topic of corporate re-
sponsibility for environmental impacts, 
the harms of climate change have become 
indisputably obvious, and more easily at-
tributed to corporate emissions. The com-
bination of recent developments in scien-
tific communications, and the precedent of 
Sharma brings great potential for activists 
to identify the link of current generations 
to future ones and exploit the principle of 
intergenerational equity to ensure liability 
for decision makers affecting climate. 

Because of the way Sharma illustrates the 
Minister’s duty, it seems likely that there 
are other classes of people and decision 
makers who fit into a similar relationship 

and hence can be found to owe a similar 
duty. The climate crisis is irrefutably over-
whelming, but the best antidote for de-
spair is action. I implore you to hold closely 
the principles of intergenerational equity 
as you move forward in the legal realm. 
Litigation to hold private and public actors 
accountable for their environmental pollu-
tion is increasing, perhaps exponentially, 
with time. Lawyers must not lose sight of 
their values, and their implicit responsi-
bility protect the rights of the people and 
refuse to facilitate the expansion of in-
dustries which will harm us, and those to 
come.
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